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CHAIR'S CORNER  
by Nathan Johnson 

 

The time of year when we hold our annual symposium is 

always an exciting one for the Upper Midwest Section. 

For those of you who may never have attended one of 

our symposiums, they are a full day event in which we 

enjoy a program of excellent technical speakers from 

our local community. Food is provided as part of the 

registration fee, and lunch is a great time to network 

with other local professional engineers. The students 

from the various colleges in our local section attend as 

well, including the University of Minnesota Twin Cities, 

the University of Minnesota Duluth, and the University 

of North Dakota. The students participate in a poster 

contest as part of their yearly curriculum. Viewing their 

posters gives us an opportunity to see what our future 

chemical engineers are learning and studying. 

 

The symposium gives opportunities to volunteer as well. 

Our symposium committee is in charge of planning the 

symposium every year, and can always use an extra pair 

of hands. The poster contest needs judges, who are 

usually recruited the day of the symposium from the 

professional engineers in attendance. Plus, if you have a 

topic to present that would be of interest to chemical 

engineers, we would be happy to consider you for 

inclusion in the program. 

 

The symposium has been held at various locations 

around the Twin Cities area, but our most common site 

is the Ramada Mall of America, formerly the 

Thunderbird, where the symposium will be located this 

year. Cost is usually in the $75 range, with discounts for 

signing up in advance. (This helps us plan the number of 

meals to order.) Consider joining us this year on Friday, 

April 23rd, when we will be celebrating our 50th Annual 

Symposium! 

 

Other upcoming events include our yearly participation 

in the Minnesota Technical Society Annual Symposium. 

This yearly event is a collaboration among the various 

technical societies in the Twin Cities area. Last year, 

this was one of our most exciting events. The MinnTS 

Symposium is hosted by Medtronic, and costs $25. The 

price includes an excellent dinner. This year, the topic is 

energy, and the date is Thursday, March 18th. 

 

We are enjoying a great year of events, and our calendar 

throughout the winter and spring continues to be full. 

Thanks to all the officers who work so hard to put 

together such excellent events, and thanks to all of you 

for your attendance and participation. Looking forward 

to seeing you at an upcoming meeting! 

 

 
Chair Nathan Johnson Pace Analytical doc_curtis@rocketmail.com 651-737-0144 

Vice Chair Christine Kurtz Trinity Consultants ckurtz@trinityconsultants.com 651-275-9900 

Past Chair Elizabeth Willkom 3M eegwillkom@mmm.com 651-778-4237 

Symposium Chair Jason Kurdziel OSI Soft, Inc. jkurdziel@osisoft.com 651-894-4230 

Recording Secretary Justus Hendrickson Fluor Global Services justus.hendrickson@fhr.com 651-438-7282 

Membership Secretary Jeff Allen  Brown and Caldwell jallen@brwncald.com 651-468-2061 

Treasurer   Cameron McDaniel Fluor Global Services Cameron.McDaniel@fhr.com  

Webmaster Ryan Birkenholz Golder Associates Inc. rbirkenholz@golder.com 612-810-0124  

U. M. Chapter Liaison Prof. Raul Caretta, University of Minnesota caretta@umn.edu 612-625-8066 

General Mills Chair Thomas Kempf General Mills Corporation thomas.kempf@genmills.com 763-764-2873 

Young Professionals Chair Steven Head Ulteig Engineers steve.head@ulteig.com 763-259-7827 

Publicity Chair Hannes Kaestner  hannes.kaestner@gmail.com 262-957-7015 

Scholarship Chair OPEN  

Your Company Chair OPEN 

http://www.aichelocal.org/tc
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MARCH MEETING 
 

We look forward to seeing you on Thursday, March 18th at Medtronic for the 8th Annual Minnesota Technical 

Symposium.  Jim Turnure, Environmental Policy Manager of Xcel Energy will share about Clean Energy 

Technology 2010: There's No Silver Bullet, and; Scott Stephens, Photovoltaic Technology Manager of the US 

DOE will present Energy Future: The Promise of Photovoltaic Technologies.  Medtronic will provide tours 

between 5-5:30 pm only.  Cost is $25.  Register at reservations@MinnTS.org or by calling Bede Willenbring at 

651-236-5470.  See below for more details. 
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AIChE Upper Midwest Annual Symposium 

 

Theme for 2010: Energy Management 
 

Friday, April 23
rd
, 2010 

Time: 8:30 AM – 4 PM 
Networking/Social: 4:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
Registration: 7:30 AM – 8:30 AM 

(Lunch provided) 
 

Ramada Mall of America Hotel 
2300 East American Boulevard 

Bloomington, Minnesota 55425-1228 
www.RamadaMOA.com 

 

Last Call for Speakers 
 

Only a few open timeslots remain. Eight topics, based around the theme, are discussed with each presentation 

lasting approximately 45 minutes in length.  

 

A few of the topics this year will cover: 

• The Smart Grid 

• Cogeneration (combined heat & power) 

• Biomass and Renewable Energy 

 

If you would like to present at the symposium please send a brief abstract to: 

Jason Kurdziel (Symposium Chair) 

Email: jkurdziel@osisoft.com 

Phone: 651-894-4230 

Mail: 1800 Graham Ave. #323 

          Saint Paul, MN 551116 

 

College Poster Contest - Undergraduate students are encouraged to submit posters describing their projects with 

cash prizes for the top winners.  

 

-Please notify the Symposium Chair if you are interested in volunteering.  

-Corporate sponsorship options are available for the event.  

-PDH Credits available. 

 

 

 

 

Jason Kurdziel - Symposium Chair 

 



 
4 The Packed Column 

 
March 2010 

 

 

LOCAL OFFICERS’ DUTIES 
 
Chair 
1. Grow the executive committee, and delegate 

necessary tasks. 

2. Run monthly general meetings. 

3. Write column for each month’s newsletter. 

4. Help with other committee members' activities. 

5. Make suggestions for meeting ideas and help with 

contact names. 

6. Plan executive committee meetings. 

7. Stay in close contact with National.  Forward any 

information that would be helpful to other 

committee members. 

 

Vice Chair 
1. Plan monthly meeting events. 

2. Attend annual AICHE Leadership Development 

Conference or National Annual meeting when LDC 

is not offered.  (Local section will contribute to the 

expenses)    

3. Run monthly meetings if Chair is not in attendance. 

4. Attend executive committee meetings and general 

monthly meetings. 

 

Recording Secretary 
1. Assist Vice Chair in planning monthly meeting.  

(Suggest ideas, get contact names, and assist in 

planning of meeting). 

2. Record meeting minutes of all executive meetings 

and regular meetings when necessary (should work 

out a substitute to take minutes if unable to attend.) 

3. Attend executive committee meetings and general 

monthly meetings. 

 

Membership Secretary 
1. Maintain list of members’ names and addresses, and 

keep mailing list up to date. 

2. Collect and edit and write articles for each edition of 

the newsletter. 

3. Send newsletter out to membership. 

4. Attend executive committee meetings and general 

monthly meetings. 

 

Publicity 
1. Contact new graduates in section area and 

personally invite them to a meeting.  (List of new 

graduates available from National). 

2. Contact other local societies in an effort to do joint 

meetings, advertise in their newsletter, etc. 

3. Work on possible advertising for monthly 

newsletter. 

4. Attend executive committee meetings and general 

monthly meetings. 

 

Treasurer 
1. Attend all general meetings to collect money, give 

out receipts, and pay the bill (should have a backup 

prepared for each meeting if unable to attend). 

2. Prepare a budget for the year and regularly update 

the executive committee on expenses. 

3. Attend executive committee meetings and general 

monthly meetings. 

 

Past Chair 
1. Offer suggestions and advice on activities. 

2. Continue to look for possible meeting ideas. 

3. Try to recruit members for leadership positions. 

4. Attend executive committee meetings and general 

monthly meetings. 

 

Symposium Chair 
1. List required symposium committee positions and 

what each person is responsible for doing. 

2. Work with executive committee to find volunteers 

for symposium committee. 

3. Prepare and organize symposium. 

4. Attend executive committee meetings and general 

monthly meetings. 

 
Webmaster 
1. Maintain local section website. 

2. Post newsletter and all local announcements to 

website. 

3. Attend executive committee meetings and general 

monthly meetings. 
 

Company Chairs 
1. Promote AIChE membership and general monthly 

meeting attendance within a local company. 

2. Work with the local executive committee to promote 

events that benefit the membership within a local 

company. 

3. Work with the membership within a company to 

create company-specific meetings and events for 

members. 

4. Attend executive committee meetings and general 

monthly meetings. 
 

Volunteer or send your nominations by March 26, 2010 

to Nathan Johnson (doc_curtis@rocketmail.com) 
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Join AIChE Upper Midwest on Facebook. Go to the groups application and search for "AIChE Upper Midwest" 

and click the join group link. This is a great place to get meeting information and connect with other members. 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
American Institute of Chemical Engineers 
Upper Midwest Section 
c/o Nathan C. Johnson 
8500 177th Lane  
Forest Lake, MN 55025 

 

 
 


